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We, civil society organizations and institutions working in the
fields of sustainable development, civil society work, the
environment, and human rights, together with community
networks and initiatives striving for a more just, secure, and
sustainable future in the Middle East and Africa, address this
statement to world leaders, policymakers, and negotiators
participating in the United Nations Climate Change
Conference (COPFI).

We do so in recognition of our shared responsibility to
protect people and the planet, and in the firm belief that
addressing the climate crisis cannot succeed without
meaningful community participation, an equitable
distribution of responsibilities and resources, and a clear
international commitment to translating pledges into
measurable results.

This statement is grounded in our conviction that the climate
crisis is no longer a standalone environmental issue, separate
from development pathways and human rights. Rather, it has
become a global challenge affecting the fundamental rights
to life, health, food, water, housing, and work. It directly
impacts the stability of communities, their capacity to build
resilience, their ability to protect their natural resources and
safeguard the future of generations to come.

The impacts of this crisis are felt most severely by
communities with the least capacity to adapt and those most
exposed to climate risks, particularly resource—constrained
communities, coastal and rural areas, women, children,
young people, older persons, persons with disabilities,
smallholder farmers, and workers in sectors directly affected
by climate change.

We affirm that climate justice requires due consideration of
disparities in historical responsibility for greenhouse gas
emissions, economic and technological capacities,
development needs, and differing national circumstances.
Communities that have contributed least to emissions must
not bear a disproportionate share of the costs of a crisis they
have done the least to cause. Nor should climate transition
policies become a new source of inequality or economic and
social exclusion.

We further affirm that climate justice is not merely a
negotiating slogan; it is a benchmark for assessing the
seriousness of the international response. It raises
fundamental questions: Who bears the costs? Who receives
climate finance? Who participates in decision—making?
Whose rights are protected when loss and damage occur?
And who has the capacity to build a secure future in a
changing climate?

Against this backdrop, this statement represents a common
position of the institutions that endorse and sign it. It also
reflects a collective commitment to strengthening the role of
civil society in shaping a more equitable climate future and
calls for translating international commitments into
concrete, measurable, and accountable action.
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II. Guiding Principles Underpinning the Civil Society Position
This statement is founded on a set of principles that we
consider essential to any just and effective climate response:

1- Climate Justice and Equity: Ensuring the fair distribution
of the burdens and benefits of addressing climate change,
taking into account disparities in historical responsibility,
economic capacities, and levels of exposure to climate risks,
and ensuring that communities that have contributed least
to the crisis are not burdened beyond their capacity to bear.

2- Common but Differentiated Responsibilities and
Respective Capabilities (CBDR-RC): Upholding the principles
enshrined in the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change and the Paris Agreement, respecting
differences in national circumstances and capacities, and
ensuring that climate action is not used as a pretext to
restrict the right to sustainable development or deepen
existing inequalities.

3- Human and Environmental Rights: Placing the protection
of people and their fundamental rights at the heart of
climate policies, and ensuring that adaptation, mitigation,
and economic transition measures do not lead to poverty,
discrimination, or violations of environmental and social
rights.

4- Meaningful Community Participation: Ensuring that local
communities and their organizations participate in
identifying priorities, designing policies and programmes,
implementing them, and monitoring and evaluating their
outcomes, moving beyond symbolic participation towards
genuine influence over decisions, resources, and results.

5- Transparency and Accountability: Enhancing access to
climate-related, financial, and implementation information
and data, while ensuring the existence of clear indicators to
measure progress and independent, effective mechanisms
for oversight, grievance redress, and accountability.

6- Science, Knowledge, and Community-Based Experience:
Bringing together scientific and research-based evidence,
field experience, local and traditional knowledge, and
communities' sustainable practices as complementary
elements in developing climate solutions.

7- International and Regional Solidarity and Cooperation:
Strengthening cooperation among countries, institutions,
and communities, and developing equitable partnerships
based on the exchange of knowledge, technology,
resources, and expertise, while prioritizing communities and
countries that are most exposed to climate risks and least
able to address them.
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111. Civil Society Priorities and Calls to COP31

Building on the principles outlined above, we affirm that the
success of COP31 should not be measured solely by the
declarations and new pledges it produces, but rather by its
ability to advance implementation pathways, deliver
tangible progress in climate finance, adaptation, protection,
and just transition, and expand the meaningful participation
of affected communities.

Accordingly, we put forward the following priorities and
calls:

First Priority Area: Equitable and Accessible Climate
Finance for the Most Affected and Underserved
Communities
Climate finance is one of the fundamental prerequisites for
achieving climate justice. Its effectiveness is not determined
merely by the announcement of financial pledges, but rather
by their adequacy, predictability, equitable allocation, ease
of access, and ability to meet the needs of countries and
communities most exposed to climate risks.
Accordingly, we call upon developed countries, international
financial institutions, and funding entities to move beyond
announced financial pledges towards adequate and
predictable climate finance commensurate with the scale of
needs, prioritizing adaptation and resilience-building in
countries and communities most exposed to climate risks.

We therefore call for the following:

- Strengthening the provision of climate finance to
developing countries in line with the scale of their
needs, with a clear priority given to financing
adaptation and resilience-building, increasing reliance
on grants and concessional finance, and avoiding
placing additional unsustainable debt burdens on
resource-constrained countries and communities.

- Developing fairer and more flexible mechanisms for
accessing climate finance that take into account the
varying institutional and administrative capacities of
local and community-based organizations, without
compromising integrity, transparency, or sound
financial governance requirements.

- Establishing clear funding pathways for eligible civil
society organizations and local communities, whether
through direct access or through intermediary financing
institutions operating under transparent, equitable, and
accountable criteria.

- Increasing dedicated funding for local initiatives that
respond to communities' actual needs in the areas of
adaptation, natural resource management, water and
food security, and climate risk reduction.

- Publishing regular and comparable data showing the
amounts of climate finance pledged, approved, and
disbursed; its sources and recipient entities; its
allocation across adaptation, mitigation, and loss and
damage; and the extent to which it effectively reaches
local communities.
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Second Priority Area: Locally Led Climate Adaptation and
Community Resilience

Local communities are closest to the day-to-day realities of
climate risks and are best placed to identify many of their
own needs and priorities. Therefore, effective and
sustainable adaptation policies cannot be developed
without their direct involvement in planning,
implementation, and evaluation.

We affirm that climate adaptation cannot achieve its full
impact when projects are designed in isolation from the
people who face climate risks on a daily basis. We therefore
call for the adoption of locally led adaptation as a
fundamental approach to planning, financing, and
implementation. It must evolve into a participatory
development pathway that places communities at the heart
of climate solutions and connects the protection of people
and natural resources with the strengthening of resilience.
We therefore call for the following:

. Integrating local communities' priorities into
national and local adaptation plans, based on risk and needs
assessments developed with the participation of
community-based organizations and affected populations.

. Scaling up investments in water resource
management, sustainable agriculture, coastal protection,
ecosystem restoration, and the reduction of risks associated
with floods, droughts, heatwaves, and extreme weather
events.

. Supporting and strengthening early warning
systems and disaster preparedness, while ensuring that
climate information and warnings reach remote areas and
groups facing barriers to accessing information and services
in a clear and timely manner.

. Integrating climate risks into urban planning,
housing, infrastructure, and healthcare services, prioritizing
the areas most exposed to risks and avoiding projects that
increase community vulnerability or degrade their natural
resources.

. Allocating resources to build the capacities of local
civil society organizations and community-based personnel
in risk assessment, adaptation project design, resource
management, and results measurement.

. Promoting nature-based solutions and protecting
and restoring ecosystems that contribute to reducing
climate risks, while ensuring respect for the rights of
communities that depend on these ecosystems and their
participation in managing them.

. Supporting smallholder farmers and local
producers, promoting agricultural practices capable of
adapting to climate change, and strengthening their access
to the knowledge, technology, and resources needed to
sustain their livelihoods.

Genuine adaptation begins with people's needs and is
measured by communities' ability to protect their lives,
resources, and livelihoods—not merely by the number of
projects implemented.

Gl Uiodo . Qluiyl doii

alaelgulja Sl Liy o6 drouloVlg dtilngl Wliniwgoll oea .
Jgoi Wigal jglnig ) ugoill d_Lagell dialiol tlegy siigll
Spenllulelndllg ulzoiaoll Wlalisl o Lwliil

Ejgi dlac A =jlio -6 Yroll Eoinoll A4)Lilio jyj=i  *
UlUlong winlg $alnisVlg cloinylop il yulisg Jugolll
Liall wliel dledll Glalinyl GLaiyl ¢ilyglgl uw A<)
Hhlholl LAy

Py §6 Yl ¥ Jal=ll p-alioll Jgoill Ul 254 Liil
ol Ladgng $aot J- Loy s a=ill ply il Jig-oll
Olin 6 LGL8a ) 112G Gla o] oLl Laijjadg laudat e

wwlJl

Wl =oiaoll 6318 3gounllg p—alioll 18Il Ll jgoll
:Aulaoll

Falaol ool Eslglu Ulail - iall pea dlnolltleoinell )
{Laibglglg Lailalinl (o )45 agani ole Ja 63l peag dalioll
LAl i) (92 dolai i og dUleo Lo 1A Cilunluw «Liy a0y Vel alg
oL%illg A1Qiillg i ATl oo 6 puilio 6)gAy

Qilegilo Wl oon 3l Jolalopilgény ¥ oalioll @ uAaill gl a A4
odlgeajelJalg.Liog) fblag)iyganle Uallyuliigc A 1=y
ln g Al oo Uwbl e ojluich a0 6216 @ 14l aloicl
&y AU G0l J e LIl Uiy Ul winyg i y@iillg Jgoillg
3)lgollg il dglon Uyl ipgJolallus 16 6 Wl =ginoll
Agonllode 6)28]l jjsig dusulnll

oy Loy wlaig

dtilngll Al oo dlnoll bl =oinellwliglgl o) .
it alalinvlg pnlA o lopndi I AUl @ yailldlaollg
Ugplioll Ylaulg duzoinoll Wlekhioll laslac] o

d_clyplg A tiloll ajlg_oll 6)la] L6 Wljlodi WVl &u1g] 5
U—o A nJlg iyl pA il 6aleiwlg (Jalg )l dylong dolai ol
gl palghllg pall Wlagog WLaallg wlilhell j nlho
Aoynioll

jlg- Al ala<i Mg ) Sioll jla iyl odAj ) yglaig oea .
V69 A rlg 6)g 1y Aualioll W ANIlIgWLogleoll Jgng Ulorrg
L0 @ilge anlgi Ll wliellg d sl G- hlioll LIl wlicll i 8gll
Uloaallgulogleoll ol Jgngll

U wllgya oll lh 1 AT 6 A ialiodl | hlAaolleloal 5
@ lioll dyglgll sline| & o dianil Gl oaallg dyinill d tidlg
dubliie (o )i Wlegytito eLubii] Ui inig .y hlaol LA 1 181
Jganilldueninilaslgo Uak=i gl ilzoinoll

JalgAllg Aol wlio)lWla 6 Lid ajlg o UanAj o
6)la)g L@ Al wlegyiio potonig L hlaell o8l o6 A izoinoll
Al yuliog ajlgoll

8aleitwlg dlongd sl b le A oiléll Jg Lall j )i .
Ulons Eo dalioll fnlaoll J 185 ub o i o il d il oAl
Al 0aa ule A giei Lol Wleoingll Yg 8 roliial
Lajjla] oo lais)liiog

J1Jghie (ol Uiaiiolly Utejljoll JLn o_ea .
J=j=i9 2lioll 43 Go L@ 1 AT HLe 6)aL 8N d el Pl Wliw)jlooll
Goj\l 3)jlgollg Linglgiaillg d o)=oll LIl gl bl Paijr o
oouine Juw jlpoiw

63281 UwLig (ULl lalyial o a1 o818 o 14T VI
V.o e J1iwg Laajlgog Laila dlon ple Wl =giaoll
0209 63Qioll Wilcquiloll aa=y



‘0
L) 0: '
‘e
o=l iAol

olail Yol dolxiwy

Third Priority Area: Loss and Damage and the Protection
of Affected Communities

Loss and damage associated with climate change represent
an increasingly widespread reality for many communities.
Their impacts extend beyond direct physical damage to
include the loss of livelihoods, ecosystem degradation,
physical and mental health impacts, the loss of cultural and
social heritage, and growing risks of displacement and
forced changes in ways of life.

We emphasize that responses to these losses must be
grounded in equity, timeliness, and transparency, and must
ensure that support reaches affected people without
administrative or financial complexities that prevent them
from obtaining the assistance they need.

We therefore call for the following:

. Strengthening the effectiveness of the Fund for
Responding to Loss and Damage and related mechanisms,
while ensuring the availability of adequate resources and the
institutional capacity required to respond to the actual
needs of affected countries and communities.

. Ensuring that procedures for accessing support are
clear and accessible, taking into account the limited
institutional and administrative capacities of the countries
and communities most severely affected.

. Recognizing both the economic and non-economic
dimensions of loss and damage, including loss of income
and livelihoods, physical and mental health impact,
ecosystem degradation, and the loss of natural resources
and cultural and social heritage.

. Engaging affected communities and civil society
organizations in documenting damage, assessing needs,
identifying support priorities, and monitoring the delivery of
assistance to beneficiaries.

. Strengthening monitoring, evaluation,
transparency, and accountability mechanisms, and ensuring
the publication of information on resource allocation,
disbursement, and the results achieved.

. Protecting the rights of individuals and
communities displaced or compelled to change their ways
of life as a result of climate risks, and ensuring that any
relocation or resettlement measures are undertaken in
accordance with clear human rights and social safeguards
and with the participation of those affected.

. Supporting recovery programmes and the
rebuilding of livelihoods following climate-related disasters,
ensuring that they do not reproduce existing vulnerabilities
or expose communities to the same risks again.

Climate justice requires that affected people are not left
alone to face their losses, and that their limited access to
resources does not become an additional factor
exacerbating their suffering.
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Fourth Priority Area: A Just Transition for Energy, the
Economy, and Employment

The transition towards a low-emissions economy is essential
to addressing climate change. However, it cannot be
considered just if it comes at the expense of workers' rights,
low-income groups, or communities whose livelihoods
.depend on sectors affected by economic transformation

A just transition is not simply about changing energy
sources and technologies; it also requires rethinking how
opportunities and costs are distributed, ensuring adequate
social protection, providing decent work opportunities, and
strengthening the participation of communities and workers
.in shaping transition pathways

:We therefore call for the following

Accelerating the transition to renewable energy .
sources and improving energy efficiency, while ensuring
security of energy supply and access to reliable and
.affordable energy

Developing and implementing national just .
transition plans with the participation of trade unions,
workers, local communities, young people, and civil society
organizations, clearly identifying needs related to training,
skills development, social protection, and alternative
.employment opportunities

Providing vocational retraining and skills .
development programmes to help workers in sectors
affected by economic transformation transition to new,
.decent, and sustainable employment opportunities
Protecting low-income households from bearing .
disproportionate economic burdens as a result of climate
transition policies, and introducing social protection
measures that ensure the equitable distribution of transition
.costs

Supporting small and medium-sized enterprises, .
social entrepreneurs, and local initiatives operating in the
green and circular economies, while ensuring equitable
access to finance, innovation, and local investment
.opportunities

Ensuring transparency and community .
participation in major energy and infrastructure projects,
while respecting communities' rights to land, water, and
Jivelihoods

Strengthening the transfer of clean technologies .
and building research and technical capacities, taking into
account the needs of developing countries, their economic
and social circumstances, and their ability to access
.technology

The climate transition will not be just simply because it
reduces emissions. It will be just when it ensures a more
equitable economic and social future and safeguards human
rights, labour rights, and the right to development

Gl Uiodo . Qluiyl doii

wJo=llg alnisllg dsUall Jale JL&iil &ulPl jgaoll
d_anlgol )9 J-ioy WlileiVlya @Aio Alnisl g ajJgailly)
9982 Llis uole U 13] Usle Ug-Ay Ul o) Y aial @lioll jis]
Jiw 2 gigi ooiluleoeinel ol JAall 6393 n o wLiol gl JLo=ll
5alnisl Joailu s lioll tilelndll sle oo
dn 606 Linglgiaillg dslnll jalino ) 1l ey ¥ Jalsll JLOiiUL
lon Ylorg @ Jlaillg uaroll Eajgi oo Al éale| r Liaiy Jy
aajliilo jyj=ig 405 Joc Uap 6 116979 (uwlio dteloinl
Joail wljluuo deln uob Jlo=llg Wiwainoll
« ol Loy Lullinig
U119 632 i)l d sUaJl jalino g aiJg il &gy i "
d1ilaolg Wiala o)l (ol Ylors & o A BUAll plaAi wl 6-L.oA
49141l 6)qu1109 d6qigo AdUn Lle Janall
o0 Wjitj Jal=)l JLSM diilng ln InA A 19ijg ala_c| 5
Wlokiog Wlillg dlnolltleoinollg Jlosllg WU I Laicln
Jtalillg wyaill Glalinl @gAg) 3219 waoll &oinoll
Al Josllyarog ducloinlldylonllg

LotuljLaolldyoiig yiaoll J4alil 6:3Ley @ olp 11093
ole Balnisll Jgailuépilioll wleladll oo (- tlolell acluy
Aolainiog ddiVg 6320 Joc Uayo uJl JLELiVI
dualnisl sliel J oo J-a3)16392 a0 p il dlon .
lonl) P g 116gi9 Al Je il Wl d i duwliio y1é
JWiill @ ULAT &yjai diac (Lo ducloinl
Jlocll algjg dla 1uqiollg 6 12nll Cilegy iiioll o_ea 5
Faall Alaisll poo G lol=ll dlnoll Whaliollg seloinyl
Jodiw\lg Jla ilg Jugoill dJale yap 6 d alilg w55l alniollg
olaoll

Wlegpiio p6 d=oinoll A4 Liliollg duole il Ylon
V-6 Wl =oinoll §g-&n rolpinlg ws1all dyinill d_tilg G olall
il oll J1wg olollg sl

A fingdlwla &)l Lijg dopAill Linglginil J-&j j)j=i
dualnisVl Lasdgpihg d ol Joa Jlwl alial p—cly Loy.d tidlg
Uagleinill ol Jgngl ole laija 69 ducloinyig
J Uil iyl UA-@4 apaod Uale Ug-a1 U p-alioll JLELVI U]
Lblnil 1 ial Licloinlg Lialnisl Uidi o (U ory Loaic
Auoiillg Josllg Ylusiyl §gha polg



‘0
L) 0: '
‘e
o=l iAol

olail Yol dolxiwy

Fifth Priority Area: Climate Governance, Institutional
Participation, Transparency, and Accountability

Civil society is not a secondary actor in addressing climate change,
and its role should not be confined to awareness-raising or project
implementation. It is an essential partner in identifying priorities,
developing solutions, communicating communities' needs,
monitoring commitments, and strengthening transparency and
accountability.

Effective climate governance requires genuine institutional spaces
that enable independent and structured civil society participation
and ensure that climate-related decisions and policies are more
responsive to local realities and more amenable to evaluation and
review.

We therefore call for the following:

. Adopting regular and transparent mechanisms for
consultation with civil society organizations in the development,
review, implementation, and evaluation of national climate policies
and plans.

. Expanding opportunities for eligible organizations to
participate in dialogues, consultations, and events related to the
processes of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change, in accordance with the applicable participation and
accreditation rules.

. Ensuring balanced participation of local, women's and
youth organizations, as well as organizations representing groups
most exposed to climate risks, and avoiding the concentration of
participation opportunities among larger institutions or those
better able to afford the costs of international travel and
representation.

. Providing technical and institutional support to civil
society organizations, including capacity development, access to
data, and training in climate finance, negotiations, monitoring, and
evaluation.

. Safeguarding the independence of civil society and its
right to express opinions and engage in constructive criticism,
while ensuring that its participation is not restricted and its
oversight and community roles are not undermined.

. Enhancing access to climate, environmental, financial,
and implementation data in a clear and accessible manner,
enabling citizens, organizations, and researchers to monitor
commitments, financial flows, and actual results.

. Establishing regular indicators to measure progress in
adaptation, mitigation, climate finance, and just transition, linking
them to objectives that can be monitored and verified.

. Encouraging the preparation of independent reports on
the social and environmental impacts of climate projects, and
establishing effective mechanisms for receiving and responding to
complaints and grievances.

. Supporting independent scientific research and
cooperation among universities, research centres, and civil society
organizations, and utilizing research findings to improve policies
and programmes.

. Combating climate misinformation and unsubstantiated
environmental claims, while promoting responsible disclosure of
the environmental and social performance of companies and
projects.

Meaningful participation means more than simply providing an
opportunity to attend. It means ensuring the ability to influence
decisions, access information, monitor implementation, and hold
responsible entities to account.
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Sixth Priority Area: Social Justice, Inclusion, and Arab, African,
and International Cooperation

The impacts of climate change are not distributed equally among
individuals and communities, and their capacity to address these
impacts varies according to income, geographic location, available
resources, services, and opportunities. Climate justice is therefore
inseparable from social justice, equality, and equal opportunities.
We emphasize the importance of ensuring the participation of
women, young people, children, older persons, persons with
disabilities, and local communities in designing climate solutions,
recognizing their role in building resilience and moving beyond
merely symbolic representation.

We also stress that climate challenges in the Arab region and Africa
require cooperation that transcends national borders, builds on the
exchange of knowledge, expertise, and resources, and develops
common positions that reflect regional needs and priorities.

We therefore call for the following:

. Integrating gender equality, social justice, and the needs
of children, older persons, and persons with disabilities into the
design and implementation of climate policies and programmes.

. Ensuring the participation of women and young people
in consultation, planning, and oversight processes, and providing
them with genuine leadership opportunities in climate initiatives
and programmes.

. Mainstreaming social justice, gender equality, and the
needs of children, older persons, and persons with disabilities into
the design of climate interventions.

. Supporting resilient cities by expanding green spaces,
improving ventilation and sustainable cooling, and developing
housing and infrastructure in ways that reduce exposure to heat
and environmental risks.

. Supporting community-based and youth-led initiatives
that offer practical and sustainable solutions in clean energy, water,
food, waste management, and climate awareness.

. Strengthening climate education and environmental
education in educational institutions and lifelong learning
programmes, and connecting scientific knowledge with everyday
practices and community action.

. Respecting traditional knowledge, local expertise, and
communities' sustainable practices, documenting them and
drawing on them in collaboration with their holders, while
safeguarding their rights over this knowledge.

. Supporting cooperation networks among civil society
organizations across the Arab world and Africa, and developing
mechanisms for exchanging expertise and good practices and
building common positions on climate finance, adaptation, and
climate justice.

. Strengthening regional cooperation in water and food
security, early warning, disaster management, and the protection
of coastlines and shared ecosystems.

. Expanding cooperation programmes for clean
technology transfer, capacity-building, and applied research,
ensuring that developing countries benefit equitably from
knowledge and innovation.

. Strengthening partnerships among civil society
organizations, universities, the private sector, and government
entities, while respecting the independence of civil society and the
specificities of national contexts.
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. Taking the rights of future generations into account in
decisions concerning natural resources and long-term investments,
and fostering a culture of solidarity and shared responsibility across
generations.

Climate justice can only be achieved if no individual or community
is left behind, and if regional and international cooperation
transforms solidarity from a declared principle into tangible
partnerships, resources, and results.

Seventh Priority Area: Water and Food Security, Ecosystem
Protection, and Health

We affirm that climate, water, food, biodiversity, and health are
interconnected issues, and that policies addressing any one of
them in isolation may simply shift risks rather than resolve them.
We therefore call for the following:

. Supporting the sustainable management of water
resources, reducing water losses, improving water-use efficiency,
and protecting water sources from pollution and degradation.

. Strengthening the resilience of agricultural and food
systems to drought, heat, and extreme weather events, while
supporting smallholder farmers and local producers.

. Scaling up investment in climate-smart agriculture, crop
diversification, healthy soils, and reducing food loss and waste,
while taking local conditions and producers' rights into account.

. Protecting and restoring coastal and marine ecosystems,
forests, wetlands, and other natural ecosystems that contribute to
reducing risks and strengthening resilience.

. Strengthening the preparedness of health systems to
address climate-related risks and developing response plans for
heatwaves, climate-related diseases, and disasters.

. Expanding access to reliable health and climate
information, and providing early warning and community
communication mechanisms that take into account the needs of
groups most exposed to risks.

. Recognizing the role of civil society organizations in
health and environmental  awareness-raising,  disaster
preparedness, and supporting communities during and after crises.
. Integrating nature-based solutions into adaptation plans,
while ensuring the protection of the rights of communities that
depend on natural resources and their participation in managing
these solutions.
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IV. Civil Society Commitments and Shared Responsibility

Our calls for justice, finance, participation, and accountability are
underpinned by our conviction that civil society bears a
fundamental responsibility to contribute to addressing climate
change, and that the strength of its position is linked to its ability to
improve its performance and enhance its impact within the
communities it serves.

Accordingly, the institutions signing this statement affirm their
readiness, each in accordance with its mandate, capacities, and
nature of work, to undertake the following voluntary
commitments:

. Integrating Climate Considerations into Development
and Civil Society Work: Seeking to incorporate climate risks and
environmental considerations into the design of development
programmes, projects, and initiatives, in a manner appropriate to
each institution's nature of work.

. Promoting Climate Awareness and Knowledge:
Contributing to the dissemination of reliable scientific information,
developing environmental awareness and education programmes,
and linking climate knowledge to the everyday needs of
communities.

. Empowering Local Communities: Supporting residents'
participation in identifying their needs and priorities, and
encouraging initiatives rooted in local knowledge and responsive
to actual risks.

. Supporting Groups Most Exposed to Climate Risks:
Addressing the needs of women, young people, children, older
persons, persons with disabilities, and resource-constrained
groups, and working to strengthen their adaptive capacity and
resilience.

. Strengthening  Community = Documentation  and
Monitoring:  Contributing, within available capacities, to
documenting climate impacts, local needs, and field-level
challenges, and sharing knowledge and findings that can help
improve policies and programmes.

. Developing Partnerships and Exchanging Expertise:
Strengthening cooperation among civil society, research, and
educational institutions and relevant stakeholders, and exchanging
experiences and good practices in adaptation, mitigation, and
climate justice.

. Promoting Transparency and Accountability: Upholding
the principles of integrity and transparency in managing initiatives
and resources, and strengthening institutional practices that
enable impact assessment and learning from lessons learned.

. Supporting Innovation and Local Solutions: Encouraging
community-based initiatives and projects that offer practical and
sustainable solutions in water, energy, food, natural resource
management, and risk reduction.

. Participating in Public Dialogue and Decision-Making:
Contributing to conveying the voices of local communities to
institutions and relevant stakeholders, and presenting proposals
and field-based information that support the development of fairer
and more effective climate policies.

We affirm that these commitments constitute a voluntary
framework for cooperation and joint action. They will be
implemented in accordance with the mandates, capacities, and
available resources of the signing institutions and do not create
uniform financial or legal obligations for them.

Civil society, in calling to be a partner in delivering solutions, affirms
its readiness to assume its responsibility, strengthen its impact, and
work alongside communities—not merely on their behalf.
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V. A Call to World Leaders and Parties Participating in COP31

We, the undersigned civil society institutions, call upon the COP31
Presidency, the Governments of Parties, negotiators, international
financial institutions, the private sector, and all stakeholders
engaged in climate action to consider these demands as a call for
responsible partnership between institutions and communities,
and to translate climate commitments into equitable and
measurable responses.

We call for COP31 to serve as a genuine milestone in moving from
the announcement of commitments to accelerating their
implementation; from financial pledges to accessible and equitable
finance; from tokenistic participation to institutional partnership;
and from fragmented, centrally designed solutions to responses
rooted in communities' needs and resilience capacities. This
requires clear implementation pathways, monitorable timelines,
accessible financing, accountability mechanisms that enable
progress to be assessed, and safeguards for effective community
participation.

We also call for the outcomes of the Conference to reflect tangible
progress in:

. Strengthening equitable climate finance and ensuring
that resources reach the countries and communities most in need.
. Giving genuine priority to adaptation and

resilience-building, while supporting solutions led by local
communities.

. Strengthening mechanisms for responding to loss and
damage and ensuring that support reaches affected people in an
equitable and transparent manner.

. Embedding the principles of just transition and
protecting the rights of workers, low-income groups, and
communities affected by economic transformations.

. Ensuring the effective and independent institutional
participation of civil society organizations in shaping climate
policies and monitoring their implementation.

. Strengthening  transparency and  accountability,
improving access to data, and linking commitments to clear
indicators and measurable results.

We affirm that the success of climate action should not be
measured solely by emissions reduction indicators or the volume of
announced investments, but also by its ability to protect lives,
safeguard livelihoods, reduce inequalities, improve access to water,
food, energy, and healthcare, and strengthen communities'
capacity to address risks and build a secure and sustainable future.
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V1. No Climate Justice Without Justice in Implementation

The future of climate action will not be determined by the strength
of commitments alone, but by the world's ability to honour them
and translate them into policies and measures that protect people
and nature, ensure a fairer distribution of resources and
opportunities, and place communities at the heart of the
transformation process.

Experience has demonstrated that the most sustainable climate
solutions are those rooted in local realities, respectful of human
rights, grounded in science and knowledge, informed by
communities' experiences, and shaped through the meaningful
participation of all relevant stakeholders.

We therefore affirm that civil society is not merely a witness to the
impacts of the climate crisis, nor simply an implementing entity for
projects. It is a partner in shaping solutions, a guardian of social
justice, and a voice for communities whose needs may otherwise
go unheard in decision-making circles.

We renew our commitment to promoting awareness, participation,
innovation, cooperation, and community oversight, and to
contributing to the development of more inclusive and sustainable
climate responses. At the same time, we stress the need to provide
the institutional enabling environment, resources, data, and
safeguards that allow civil society to fulfil its role independently
and effectively.

Solidarity among local, Arab, African, and international
communities must be transformed into a practical force for
genuine change, grounded in equity, respect for rights, and shared
responsibility, ensuring that the climate crisis does not become a
new source of poverty, exclusion, or inequality.

There can be no climate justice without equitable finance, no
effective implementation without meaningful participation, no
sustainability without accountability, and no secure future without
protecting human rights and dignity
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Our Message to COP31

“Itis not enough for the world to pledge to address climate change;
the impact of these commitments must reach people. Climate
justice cannot be achieved without equitable finance,
community-led adaptation, a transition that safeguards rights,
genuine institutional participation, and accountability mechanisms
that ensure commitments are translated into tangible results.”

We call for COP31 to become a defining milestone in global climate
action—a milestone at which the international response moves
from promises to implementation, from acknowledging challenges
to assuming responsibility, and from declared solidarity to justice
that people can experience in their everyday lives.

Civil society is not a marginal voice in shaping the climate future; it
is an essential partner in ensuring that this future is more just,
secure, and sustainable for all.

VII. Issuance and Endorsement of the Statement

This statement is issued at the initiative of Misr El Kheir Foundation,
through the Arab Center for the Sustainability of Civil Society Work,
as part of its efforts to strengthen the role of civil society
institutions in addressing climate change, expand community
participation, and consolidate shared visions and demands
concerning climate justice and the equitable implementation of
international commitments.

This statement represents a common position of the institutions
and organizations that endorse its content and sign it. It does not
represent the position of entities that have not formally declared
their endorsement or agreement with it.

The opportunity to endorse this statement remains open to civil
society organizations and institutions wishing to support its
principles and demands, through a clear mechanism for registering
endorsement and documenting supporting entities.

VIII. Signatory Institutions and Organizations

The official names of the institutions and organizations that have
endorsed the statement and agreed to the publication of their
names shall be listed here.

IX. How to Endorse and Contact Us

+201285555253-+201285555227
asc-mek.org @

Ngo@mekeg.org %
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